Scriptures for the Week

Proverbs 20:22-24

22 Don’t say, “I will get even for this wrong.”
Wait for the Lord to handle the matter.

23 The Lord detests double standards; HE is
not pleased by dishonest scales.

24 The Lord directs our steps, so why try to
understand everything along the way?

Romans 3:22-24
22 We are made right with God by placing
our faith in Jesus Christ. And this is true for
everyone who believes, no matter who we
are.
23 For everyone has sinned; we all fall short
of God'’s glorious standard.
24 Yet God, in HIS grace, freely makes us
right in HIS sight. HE did this through Christ
Jesus when HE freed us from the penalty for
our sins.

Final Decision: “To Believe God & Follow Standards”

God’s standards are principles, values, or rules that guide behavior and decisions. They define

what is right, acceptable, and expected.

Let us fix our hearts and minds on 2026, believing the Lord and His promises for the Body of
Christ. Hope is revealed when our understanding is opened and we receive the Good News.
What is the good news? I am glad you asked!

Once upon a time, Adam and Eve lived in perfect harmony with God. This unique condition
was lost when they chose to disobey HIM. Their actions opened the door to death, sorrow, and
pain. Yet God’s love for HIS creation was so great that HE chose to rescue mankind. The
Father sent Jesus into the world to begin the Process of Restoration.

Here are some important truths to consider:

« Jesus was born into the world

« Jesus lived among people

« Jesus taught the people and
demonstrated the power of God
through signs and wonders

« Jesus gave His life and willingly
endured a journey of suffering

o Jesus died for the sins of the world on
the Cross at Calvary

« Jesus rose to life after three days in
the grave

« Jesus bore witness to life after death
by appearing, speaking, and eating
with people

« Jesus ascended from the earth and
continues to make intercession for the
human race

The Process of Restoration

A process is a series of steps or actions that happen in a specific order to achieve a result or

goal. Meditating, reflecting, and having an open mind and heart are part of the process to

achieving great things
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The Standards of God
Let us begin the New Year with the understanding that God is greater and that HE has a plan in
motion to save people. Human will and emotions can sometimes become hindrances, preventing
the souls of mankind from being redeemed. As we enter this new season, let us adopt a mindset
committed to following God’s standards.

John 3:1-21 nLt

I There was a man named Nicodemus, a Jewish religious leader who was a Pharisee. 2 After
dark one evening, he came to speak with Jesus. “Rabbi,” he said, “we all know that God has
sent you to teach us. Your miraculous signs are evidence that God is with you.”

3 Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, unless you are born again, you cannot see the Kingdom of
God.”

4 “What do you mean?” exclaimed Nicodemus. “How can an old man go back into his mother’s
womb and be born again?”

5 Jesus replied, “I assure you, no one can enter the Kingdom of God without being born of
water and the Spirit. ¢ Humans can reproduce only human life, but the Holy Spirit gives birth
to spiritual life. 7 So don’t be surprised when I say, ‘You must be born again.” 8 The wind blows
wherever it wants. Just as you can hear the wind but can’t tell where it comes from or where it
1s going, so you can’t explain how people are born of the Spirit.”

9 “How are these things possible?” Nicodemus asked.

10 Jesus replied, “You are a respected Jewish teacher, and yet you don’t understand these
things? 11 I assure you, we tell you what we know and have seen, and yet you won’t believe our
testimony. 12 But if you don’t believe me when I tell you about earthly things, how can you
possibly believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone to heaven and
returned. But the Son of Man has come down from heaven. 14 And as Moses lifted up the
bronze snake on a pole in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 15 so that
everyone who believes in HIM will have eternal life.

16 “For this is how God loved the world: HE gave HIS one and only Son, so that everyone
who believes in HIM will not perish but have eternal life. 17 God sent HIS Son into the world
not to judge the world, but to save the world through HIM.

18 “There is no judgment against anyone who believes in HIM. But anyone who
does not believe in HIM has already been judged for not believing in God’s one and only Son.
19 And the judgment is based on this fact: God’s light came into the world, but people loved
the darkness more than the light, for their actions were evil. 20 All who do evil hate the light and
refuse to go near it for fear their sins will be exposed. 21 But those who do what is right come to
the light so others can see that they are doing what God wants.”
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