Scriptures for the Week

Proverbs 18:19 Proverbs 9:10
An offended friend is harder to win back Fear of the Lord is the foundation of
than a fortified city. Arguments separate wisdom. Knowledge of the Holy One results
friends like a gate locked with bars. in good judgment.

Building a Temple that is Lasting

Living a life with purpose is about having Lasting Results. Now, more than ever before, the
human race is in need of LIGHT and the light | am referring is the Light of the World — JESUS.

For something to have value it must produce good results or at least have acceptable results.
That’s why some items we buy are more valuable than others. Why is it that the value of a tool
may be higher and expensive when compared to a similar tool? One tool may offer acceptable
results while the other (sometimes more expensive) may be much durable capable to do a
much better job. In general, we can say that having lasting results matter in just about
everything. Let’s consider the field of sports. How long would a quarterback be part of the
team if he continuously have a turnover plays? | don’t think there is a gold ring or medal given
to a team for being the best of the worst. Do you agree?

There are many forms of measurements. Success and achievements display measures of
outcomes in some way.

In the World of the Spirit, which we are part of, is also measured. The Word of God is the Book
of Standards that everyone will be measured against. And results are a form of measurement.
This indicates that results are important. We can call it FRUIT, but the greatest outcome are
LASTING RESULTS or LASTING FRUIT.

Galatians 5:16-17 nir
Measured bM Results 16 So | say, let the Holy Spirit guide your lives. Then
' you won’t be doing what your sinful nature craves.

17 The sinful nature wants to do evil, which is just the opposite of what the Spirit wants. And
the Spirit gives us desires that are the opposite of what the sinful nature desires. These two
forces are constantly fighting each other, so you are not free to carry out your good
intentions. 18 But when you are directed by the Spirit, you are not under obligation to the law
of Moses.

19 When you follow the desires of your sinful nature, the results are very clear: sexual
immorality, impurity, lustful pleasures, 20 idolatry, sorcery, hostility, quarreling, jealousy,
outbursts of anger, selfish ambition, dissension, division, 21 envy, drunkenness, wild parties,
and other sins like these. Let me tell you again, as | have before, that anyone living that sort
of life will not inherit the Kingdom of God.
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22 But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against these
things!

24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have nailed the passions and desires of their sinful nature
to HIS cross and crucified them there. 25 Since we are living by the Spirit, let us follow the
Spirit’s leading in every part of our lives. 26 Let us not become conceited, or provoke one
another, or be jealous of one another.

Run the Race to Win!

| Corinthians 9:24-27 it

24 Don’t you realize that in a race everyone runs, but only one person gets the prize? So run to
win! 25 All athletes are disciplined in their training. They do it to win a prize that will fade
away, but we do it for an eternal prize. 26 So | run with purpose in every step. | am not just
shadowboxing. 27 | discipline my body like an athlete, training it to do what it should.
Otherwise, | fear that after preaching to others | myself might be disqualified.

The Gospel Message — Is Outside Human Reasoning

A good example is Water and Qil a way to illustrate the Message of Faith when comparing it to
human Natural Reasoning. Faith is exercising a belief and having trust without the element of
tangibility. A promise from someone who is TRUSTWORTHY. Faith is the element that replaces
the substance until what is hoped for becomes tangible. The moment it becomes tangible faith
is no longer needed. The apostle warns us about falling into the error when living life through
the use of natural reasoning alone. Let us have faith in God and the Promises HE has for us.

Galatians 1:11-24 nur
Apostle Paul’s Message Comes from Christ

11 Dear brothers and sisters, | want you to understand that the gospel message | preach is not
based on mere human reasoning. 12 | received my message from no human source, and no
one taught me. Instead, | received it by direct revelation from Jesus Christ.

13 You know what | was like when | followed the Jewish religion how | violently persecuted
God’s church. | did my best to destroy it. 14 | was far ahead of my fellow Jews in my zeal for
the traditions of my ancestors.
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15 But even before | was born, God chose me and called me by his marvelous grace. Then it
pleased him 16 to reveal HISs Son to me so that | would proclaim the Good News about Jesus
to the Gentiles. When this happened, | did not rush out to consult with any human being. 17

Nor did | go up to Jerusalem to consult with those who were apostles before | was. Instead, |

went away into Arabia, and later | returned to the city of Damascus.

18 Then three years later | went to Jerusalem to get to know Peter, and | stayed with him for

fifteen days. 19 The only other apostle | met at that time was James, the Lord’s brother.
20 | declare before God that what | am writing to you is not a lie.

21 After that visit | went north into the provinces of Syria and Cilicia. 22 And still the churches
in Christ that are in Judea didn’t know me personally. 23 All they knew was that people were
saying, “The one who used to persecute us is now preaching the very faith he tried to
destroy!” 24 And they praised God because of me.

Lasting Results — The Body od CHRIST Wins!

We achieve this victory through our faith, and faith without works is dead. Who can win the
battle against the world?

| John 5:1-12 (num)
The Prize comes by having Faith in the Son of God

1 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has become a child of God. And everyone who
loves the Father loves his children, too. 2 We know we love God'’s children if we love God and
obey HIS commandments. 3 Loving God means keeping HIS commandments, and HIS
commandments are not burdensome. 4 For every child of God defeats this evil world, and WE
ACHIEVE THIS VICTORY THROUGH OUR FAITH. 5 And who can win this battle against
the world? Only those who believe that Jesus is the Son of God.

6 And Jesus Christ was revealed as God’s Son by HIS baptism in water and by shedding HIS
blood on the cross not by water only, but by water and blood. And the Spirit, who is truth,
confirms it with HIS testimony. 7 So we have these three witnesses 8 the Spirit, the water, and
the blood and ALL three agree. 9 Since we believe human testimony, surely we can believe the
greater testimony that comes from God. And God has testified about HIS Son. 10 All who
believe in the Son of God know in their hearts that this testimony is true. Those who don’t
believe this are actually calling God a liar because they don’t believe what God has testified
about his Son.

11 And this is what God has testified: He has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.
12 Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have God’s Son does not have life.

3|Page



Action Plan

Start the race by joining God’s Family — “Ye must be born again”

Learn to handle challenges of life (life is difficult — it is wise to deal with it!)
Use your senses as reference only and faith in God as the MAIN guide
Become a team player (get involved — practice — get better)

Remove limits of time from your expectancies — God’s works is timeless and
therefore HE is not limited by time

Like in football — Concentrate in one game/ one issue/ one problem

E AND NOW!
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