The Power of God’s Word in Prayer




10 A final word: Be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. ' Put on all of God's
armor so that you will be able to stand firm against all strategies of the devil. 12 For
we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers and
authorities of the unseen world, against mighty powers in this dark world, and against
evil spirits in the heavenly places.

13 Therefore, put on every piece of God's armor so you will be able to resist the enemy
in the time of evil. Then after the battle you will still be standing firm. # Stand your
ground, putting on the belt of truth and the body armor of God's righteousness. 1 For
shoes, put on the peace that comes from the Good News so that you will be fully
prepared’® In addition to all of these, hold up the shield of faith to stop the fiery arrows
of the devil. 17 Put on salvation as your helmet, and take the sword of the Spirit, which
is the word of God.

18 Pray in the Spirit at all times and on every occasion. Stay alert and be persistent in
your prayers for all believers everywhere.

Ephesians 6: 10-18

" Give all your worries and cares to God, for he cares about you.

8 Stay alert! Watch out for your great enemy, the devil. He prowls around like a roaring
lion, looking for someone to devour. ° Stand firm against him, and be strong in your
faith. Remember that your family of believers all over the world is going through the
same kind of suffering you are.

1 Peter 5: 7-9

But you belong to God, my dear children. You have already won a victory over those people,
because the Spirit who lives in you is greater than the spirit who lives in the world.

1John 4:4

7 When the seventy-two disciples returned, they joyfully reported to him, “Lord, even
the demons obey us when we use your name!”

18"Yes,"” he told them, “I saw Satan fall from heaven like lightning! '° Look, | have given
you authority over ALL the power of the enemy, and you can walk among snakes and



scorpions and crush them. Nothing will injure you. 2° But don't rejoice because evil
spirits obey you; rejoice because your names are registered in heaven.”

Luke 10: 17-20

" He canceled the record of the charges against us and took it away by nailing it to the
cross. ®In this way, he disarmed the spiritual rulers and authorities. He shamed them publicly
by his victory over them on the cross.

Colossians 2: 14-15

' Now | say to you that you are Peter (which means ‘rock’), and upon this rock | will build my
church, and all the powers of hell will not conquer it. ¥ And | will give you the keys of the
Kingdom of Heaven. Whatever you forbid“ on earth will be forbidden in heaven, and whatever
you permit on earth will be permitted in heaven.”

Matthew 16: 18-19 NLT

8 And | also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock | will build My church, and the gates
of Hades shall not prevail against it. '° And | will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven,
and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will
be loosed in heaven.”

Matthew 16: 18-19 NKJV

Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted there by the
devil. 2 For forty days and forty nights he fasted and became very hungry.

3 During that time the devil came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, tell these
stones to become loaves of bread.”

4 But Jesus told him, “No! The Scriptures say,

'People do not live by bread alone,
but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.

m

5> Then the devil took him to the holy city, Jerusalem, to the highest point of the
Temple, ® and said, “If you are the Son of God, jump off! For the Scriptures say,



‘He will order his angels to protect you.
And they will hold you up with their hands
so you won’t even hurt your foot on a stone.”

n

7 Jesus responded, “The Scriptures also say, 'You must not test the LORD your God.

8 Next the devil took him to the peak of a very high mountain and showed him all the
kingdoms of the world and their glory. 2 “I will give it all to you,” he said, “if you will
kneel down and worship me.”

10“Get out of here, Satan,” Jesus told him. “For the Scriptures say,

'You must worship the LORD your God
and serve only him.”

1 Then the devil went away, and angels came and took care of Jesus.

Matthew 4: 1-11

®1f you make the LORD your refuge,
if you make the Most High your shelter,
% no evil will conquer you;
no plague will come near your home.
" For he will order his angels
to protect you wherever you go.
2 They will hold you up with their hands
so you won't even hurt your foot on a stone.

2For the word of God is alive and powerful. It is sharper than the sharpest two-edged sword,
cutting between soul and spirit, between joint and marrow. It exposes our innermost thoughts
and desires.

Psalm 91: 9-12

2For the word of God is alive and powerful. It is sharper than the sharpest two-edged sword,
cutting between soul and spirit, between joint and marrow. It exposes our innermost thoughts
and desires.

Hebrews 4: 12



In the beginning the Word already existed.
The Word was with God,
and the Word was God.
2He existed in the beginning with God.
3God created everything through him,
and nothing was created except through him.
4The Word gave life to everything that was created,
and his life brought light to everyone.
>The light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness can never extinguish it.

So the Word became human and made his home among us. He was full of unfailing love and
faithfulness. And we have seen his glory, the glory of the Father's one and only Son.

John 1: 1-5; 14

4> David replied to the Philistine, “You come to me with sword, spear, and javelin, but |
come to you in the name of the LORD of Heaven’s Armies—the God of the armies of
Israel, whom you have defied. 4é Today the LorD will conquer you, and I will kill you
and cut off your head. And then | will give the dead bodies of your men to the birds
and wild animals, and the whole world will know that there is a God in Israel! 47 And
everyone assembled here will know that the LORD rescues his people, but not with
sword and spear. This is the LORD's battle, and he will give you to us!”

48 As Goliath moved closer to attack, David quickly ran out to meet him. 4° Reaching into
his shepherd’s bag and taking out a stone, he hurled it with his sling and hit the
Philistine in the forehead. The stone sank in, and Goliath stumbled and fell face down on
the ground.

50So David triumphed over the Philistine with only a sling and a stone, for he had
no sword. 3" Then David ran over and pulled Goliath's sword from its sheath. David used
it to kill him and cut off his head.

1 Samuel 17: 45-51

> From his mouth came a sharp sword to strike down the nations. He will rule them with an
iron rod. He will release the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty, like juice flowing from a
winepress.

Revelation 19:15



1 In the third year of the reign of King Cyrus of Persia,» Daniel (also known as
Belteshazzar) had another vision. He understood that the vision concerned events
certain to happen in the future—times of war and great hardship.

2\When this vision came to me, |, Daniel, had been in mourning for three whole
weeks. 3 All that time | had eaten no rich food. No meat or wine crossed my lips, and |
used no fragrant lotions until those three weeks had passed.

3| looked up and saw a man dressed in linen clothing, with a belt of pure gold around
his waist. ® His body looked like a precious gem. His face flashed like lightning, and his
eyes flamed like torches. His arms and feet shone like polished bronze, and his voice
roared like a vast multitude of people.

19 Just then a hand touched me and lifted me, still trembling, to my hands and

knees. 1 And the man said to me, “Daniel, you are very precious to God, so listen
carefully to what | have to say to you. Stand up, for | have been sent to you.” When he
said this to me, | stood up, still trembling.

12Then he said, “Don't be afraid, Daniel. Since the first day you began to pray for
understanding and to humble yourself before your God, your request has been
heard in heaven. | have come in answer to your prayer. '3 But for twenty-one days
the spirit prince of the kingdom of Persia blocked my way. Then Michael, one of the
archangels, came to help me, and | left him there with the spirit prince of the kingdom
of Persia. 1 Now | am here to explain what will happen to your people in the future, for
this vision concerns a time yet to come.”

20 He replied, “Do you know why | have come? Soon | must return to fight against the
spirit prince of the kingdom of Persia, and after that the spirit prince of the kingdom of
Greece will come. 2! Meanwhile, | will tell you what is written in the Book of Truth. (No
one helps me against these spirit princes except Michael, your spirit prince.

Daniel 10: 1-3; 5-6; 10-14; 20-21

1 Once you were dead because of your disobedience and your many sins. 2 You used to live in
sin, just like the rest of the world, obeying the devil—the commander of the powers in the
unseen world. He is the spirit at work in the hearts of those who refuse to obey God. * All of us
used to live that way, following the passionate desires and inclinations of our sinful nature. By
our very nature we were subject to God'’s anger, just like everyone else.



" For we are God's masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the
good things he planned for us long ago.

Ephesians 2: 1-3, 10

3We are human, but we don’t wage war as humans do. * We use God's mighty weapons, not
worldly weapons, to knock down the strongholds of human reasoning and to destroy false
arguments. ® We destroy every proud obstacle that keeps people from knowing God. We
capture their rebellious thoughts and teach them to obey Christ. ® And after you have become
fully obedient, we will punish everyone who remains disobedient.

2 Corinthians 10: 1-3

12 About that time King Herod Agrippa® began to persecute some believers in the
church. 2He had the apostle James (John's brother) killed with a sword. 3 When Herod
saw how much this pleased the Jewish people, he also arrested Peter. (This took place
during the Passover celebration.) 4 Then he imprisoned him, placing him under the
guard of four squads of four soldiers each. Herod intended to bring Peter out for public
trial after the Passover. > But while Peter was in prison, the church prayed very earnestly
for him.

® The night before Peter was to be placed on trial, he was asleep, fastened with two
chains between two soldiers. Others stood guard at the prison gate. 7 Suddenly, there
was a bright light in the cell, and an angel of the Lord stood before Peter. The angel
struck him on the side to awaken him and said, “Quick! Get up!” And the chains fell off
his wrists. 8 Then the angel told him, “Get dressed and put on your sandals.” And he did.
“Now put on your coat and follow me,” the angel ordered.

9So Peter left the cell, following the angel. But all the time he thought it was a vision. He
didn't realize it was actually happening. 1° They passed the first and second guard posts
and came to the iron gate leading to the city, and this opened for them all by itself. So
they passed through and started walking down the street, and then the angel suddenly
left him.

11 peter finally came to his senses. “It's really true!” he said. “The Lord has sent his angel
and saved me from Herod and from what the Jewish leaders© had planned to do to me!”

12\When he realized this, he went to the home of Mary, the mother of John Mark, where
many were gathered for prayer. * He knocked at the door in the gate, and a servant girl



named Rhoda came to open it. * When she recognized Peter’s voice, she was so
overjoyed that, instead of opening the door, she ran back inside and told everyone,
“Peter is standing at the door!”

15"You're out of your mind!” they said. When she insisted, they decided, “It must be his
angel.”

16 Meanwhile, Peter continued knocking. When they finally opened the door and saw
him, they were amazed. 17 He motioned for them to quiet down and told them how the
Lord had led him out of prison. “Tell James and the other brothers what happened,” he
said. And then he went to another place.

18 At dawn there was a great commotion among the soldiers about what had happened
to Peter. 1 Herod Agrippa ordered a thorough search for him. When he couldn't be
found, Herod interrogated the guards and sentenced them to death. Afterward Herod
left Judea to stay in Caesarea for a while.

20 Now Herod was very angry with the people of Tyre and Sidon. So they sent a
delegation to make peace with him because their cities were dependent upon Herod's
country for food. The delegates won the support of Blastus, Herod's personal

assistant, 21 and an appointment with Herod was granted. When the day arrived, Herod
put on his royal robes, sat on his throne, and made a speech to them. 22 The people
gave him a great ovation, shouting, “It's the voice of a god, not of a man!”

23 |nstantly, an angel of the Lord struck Herod with a sickness, because he accepted the
people’s worship instead of giving the glory to God. So he was consumed with worms
and died.

24 Meanwhile, the word of God continued to spread, and there were many new believers.

Acts 12: 1-24

6 So humble yourselves under the mighty power of God, and at the right time he will lift
you up in honor. 7 Give all your worries and cares to God, for he cares about you.

8 Stay alert! Watch out for your great enemy, the devil. He prowls around like a roaring
lion, looking for someone to devour. 2 Stand firm against him, and be strong in your
faith. Remember that your family of believers® all over the world is going through the
same kind of suffering you are.



191 his kindness God called you to share in his eternal glory by means of Christ Jesus.
So after you have suffered a little while, he will restore, support, and strengthen you, and
he will place you on a firm foundation. 1 All power to him forever! Amen.

1 Peter 5:6-11

Striving to get on satan’s Hit List

The following scenario is totally made up but provides a good demonstration of how satan
destroys most of our brothers and sisters. satan is the CEO of a very large and successful
establishment called the kingdom of darkness. For the advancement of this company, satan has
recruited fallen angels—demons—he has deceived and convinced to also betray God and follow
him. For the demons to be successful in this corporation, they are instructed to formulate very
crafty plots to keep Christians walking along the wide highway to eternal destruction. Each
demon is assigned to work on a particular “subject,” made in God’s image. Each demon’s
objective is to use any tactic he can think of to get his subjects on the path to eternal separation
from God and in slavery to his new master, satan.

Picture the father of lies, sitting at the head of a long table in a board meeting with his
employees discussing their success with all the humans they’ve kept trapped in bondage to sin.
Each week, demons gather together, comparing notes, snickering and laughing at most of God’s
best creation, living under the authority of satan, their master.

satan will go down the list of all his slaves, and name them, one by one and ask the demon
assigned to that person, “Tell me the progress you’ve made this week.” The demon will take out
his folder on the subject and respond with a grin, “Well, master, I convinced Sam to think his
adultery was completely his wife’s fault. He takes no ownership in destroying his marriage and
has totally deceived himself into thinking his failing marriage is someone else’s doing. He

believes God will overlook this sin because he still tithes every week at church and is over all ‘a



nice guy’”. “Congratulations; job well done,” satan will say. “Maybe next week, you can work
on convincing his wife to stray too.” The demon responds, “Ha-ha-ha! I’m already working on
that.”

satan then points to the next demon. “Tell me about your subject.” The demon takes out his
folder on Stacie and responds with joy, “Stacie continues to refuse to forgive her boss who gave
that promotion to a less experienced colleague after that opportunity was already promised to
her. She actually resents God now. She has no clue God was really planning a better position for
her in the near future but needed to instill humility and forgiveness in her first.” satan responds,
“That’s fantastic!! Well done. That’s another win for our kingdom.” On and on they go with
every person on their success list; one after the other.

Then, satan pulls out a short list of relentless people, with strong, unwavering faith and
commitment to God. These people are fully armored at all times. Despite whatever distractions
come their way, their eyes are completely fixated on God. They continue to celebrate their
Savior in the middle of all trials, knowing their pain will bring glory to their faithful Father. For
this list, satan has recruited la créme de la créme of all the demons, the most experienced and
ruthless of them all who have even brought down pastors and many church leaders worldwide.

Your name comes up next, and the demon assigned to you pulls out a large encyclopedia-
like file of your case. He looks beaten down, disheveled as if he had not slept in weeks. He is
completely discouraged and looks like a total failure. Many other demons have worked on this
case before him and have all failed, one after the other. This time, more than one experienced
demon is assigned to this case, and every week they come back to satan with a negative report.
This case has continuously been an epic failure. No strategy has worked so far.

With a quivering voice and sweat pouring down his face, the leader of the pack assigned to
your case reports, “We made it so that Cathy lost her job this week hoping she would be angry at
God and worried about her finances, but instead she rejoiced in this trial, patiently waiting for a
better job.” All the other demons looked down, shaking their heads in shame and
disappointment. He continues, almost in tears. “She continued to tithe to her church and gave to
a neighbor in need this week even when she could not pay this month’s rent. She was so
confident this problem would glorify God in some way, and He would come through for her that

she remained in total peace.” “Seriously?!! You’re kidding me?” satan replies angrily.



“We tried everything, master,” the demon responds, trembling in fear. “Every person I send
against her to attack her character, lie to her, destroy her reputation, she continues to forgive. Her
sister, Emilie, spread a nasty rumor about her to her entire family and friends after a lifetime of
jealousy. Cathie was devastated at first. But, when Emilie was diagnosed with brain cancer,
Cathie volunteered to take her to her oncology appointments for chemotherapy. Since Cathie lost
her job, she actually thanked God for allowing her this free time to help Emilie with house
chores. She took care of her sister’s children, doing their hair, bathing them, taking them back
and forth to school, and helping them with homework in the evenings and cooking their meals.
Cathie is now teaching Emilie the Bible and starting to see positive changes in Emilie’s attitude
lately.” “Unbelievable!” satan screams, pounding his fist on the table. “Cathie has been on our
hit list for decades. There must be something you can do. Time is running out.”

The demon is now in tears and says, “no matter who we send against her, master, she
remains humble, she forgives, and never complains. We tried everything. Her faith in God is
unshakable. She has built her life on Christ and refuses to back down. She has fully accepted
SALVATION in Jesus, so her helmet can’t be taken down. I tried to trick her into sin to get
access into her heart, but her breastplate of RIGHTEOUSNESS would not come off. Cathie
understands exercising humility, forgiveness, and patience with those who hate her is what keeps
on that breastplate she needs to battle with us and win. She knows the TRUTH and remains free
in Christ, so her belt remains in place. She continues to walk in PEACE no matter what difficulty
is sent in her direction, so her shoes are still on her feet. Despite her financial troubles and many
other challenges we placed against her, she holds tightly to her shield of FAITH. Unlike most
churchgoers we’ve kept completely deceived and in the dark, Cathie knows these trials will
prove her faith in Jesus is genuine and being tested as fire tests and purifies gold. When she
remains strong in her faith through the many difficulties we send her way, it will bring glory and
honor on the day when Jesus Christ is revealed to the whole world (1 Peter 1:7 paraphrased).
Most importantly, she remains laser-focused and firm in the WORD of God despite all the
distractions strategically put on her path, studying and meditating daily on Scripture, so her
sword is sharpened and ready to cut any of us demons to pieces.”

The demon is now on the floor with his tail between his legs, in complete fear and distress.
“master, Cathie is a danger to our kingdom. She is fully armored and a bold soldier for the

Kingdom of God. we could not take down any one piece of her armor. We’ve tried everything.



I’m deathly afraid. Please, send someone else. I beg you. Please don’t have me go back out
there.” satan is now agitated. ““You are one of the most experienced, vicious, and ferocious
demons we have in my kingdom. You have successfully brought down many churches using
several tactics, including their pride, division, sexual sin, and many other strategies. Cathie is one
person. Surely there’s something you can do.”

“master,” the demon responds. “We are constantly on the prowl, looking for someone to
devour just as you have taught us. Unbelievers are already separated from God, so we don’t need
to bother with them too much. We can get most unsuspecting churchgoers to fall very easily for
our schemes and trap them in their sins. We keep these casual Christians constantly distracted
and have deceived most of them so badly that they now come up with their own reasons for why
reading the Bible and obeying God are not that important.”

“we’ve blinded so many of God’s children to the point where they have no clue that prayer
and faith in God are crucial strategies God gave them to defeat all the attacks we send their way.
Instead of putting all their burdens on Jesus, they attempt to take care of all their problems,
thereby forfeiting the limited time they have in a day to stay close to God, meditating on His
Word. They have no idea their children going in the wrong direction, their financial difficulties,
their marriages falling apart, attacks from other people are just tools we demons use to keep them
from trusting God. They’re so worn out from all the issues of daily life that they put God on the
back burner and go out on the battlefield completely naked.”

“Their sword is dull and unusable against us. Their peace is gone, leaving them in the
middle of warfare barefoot. They don’t have time to study the Word and don’t know the Truth
because they’re so busy with the storms they’re surrounded by, so their belt is off. Because they
don’t know the Word of God and live in constant disobedience of God’s instructions and in sin,
they have unknowingly taken down their breastplate of righteousness, giving us complete access
to their heart.”

“We have been very persistent in orchestrating plans to introduce hate into her life to get her
to justify her anger and resentment against people we have convinced to come against her; a
strategy that has been most effective against most of our subjects. But Cathie has been even more
persistent at breaking the power of evil by continually and relentless loving and praying for those
who hate her most. Unlike most Christians she knows love is the only force strong enough break

the power of hate.”



“Some Christians question whether they really are saved every time they make a mistake, so
they’re walking around in the middle of combat without the helmet of salvation and let go so
easily of the shield of faith. Cathie, however, understands to win spiritual warfare, she needs to
stay connected and fully committed to Christ, holding tightly to every piece of her armor and
staying in constant prayer. Unlike the many church leaders and church attendants we’ve taken

down, Cathie is actually a Christian.”



