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Parable of the Farmer Scattering Seed 
 

Mark 4:1-20 NLT 
 
1 Once again Jesus began teaching by the lakeshore. A very large crowd soon gathered around 
HIM, so HE got into a boat. Then HE sat in the boat while all the people remained on the shore.    
2 HE taught them by telling many stories in the form of parables, such as this one: 
 
3 “Listen! A farmer went out to plant some seed. 4 As he scattered it across his field, some of 
the seed fell on a footpath, and the birds came and ate it. 5 Other seed fell on shallow soil with 
underlying rock. The seed sprouted quickly because the soil was shallow. 6 But the plant soon 
wilted under the hot sun, and since it didn’t have deep roots, it died. 7 Other seed fell among 
thorns that grew up and choked out the tender plants so they produced no grain. 8 Still other 
seeds fell on fertile soil, and they sprouted, grew, and produced a crop that was thirty, sixty, and 
even a hundred times as much as had been planted!” 9 Then HE said, “Anyone with ears to hear 
should listen and understand.” 
 
10 Later, when Jesus was alone with the twelve disciples and with the others who were gathered 
around, they asked HIM what the parables meant. 
 
11 HE replied, “You are permitted to understand the secret of the Kingdom of God. But I 
use parables for everything I say to outsiders, 12 so that the Scriptures might be fulfilled: 
 
‘When they see what I do, they will learn nothing. When they hear what I say, they will not 
understand. Otherwise, they will turn to ME and be forgiven.’ ” 
 
13 Then Jesus said to them, “If you can’t understand the meaning of this parable, how will you 
understand all the other parables?  
 
14 The farmer plants seed by taking God’s word to others. 
     

o 15 The seed that fell on the footpath represents those who hear the message, only to have 
satan come at once and take it away.  

o 16 The seed on the rocky soil represents those who hear the message and immediately 
receive it with joy. 17 But since they don’t have deep roots, they don’t last long. They fall 
away as soon as they have problems or are persecuted for believing God’s word.  

o 18 The seed that fell among the thorns represents others who hear God’s word, 19 but all 
too quickly the message is crowded out by the worries of this life, the lure of wealth, and 
the desire for other things, so no fruit is produced.  

o 20 And the seed that fell on good soil represents those who hear and accept God’s word 
and produce a harvest of thirty, sixty, or even a hundred times as much as had been 
planted!” 

 
 



God’s Mysterious Plan Revealed 
 
Ephesians 3:9 NLT 
 
1 When I think of all this, I, Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus for the benefit of you Gentiles . . .   
2 assuming, by the way, that you know God gave me the special responsibility of extending HIS 
grace to you Gentiles. 3 As I briefly wrote earlier, God himself revealed HIS mysterious plan 
to me. 4 As you read what I have written, you will understand my insight into this plan 
regarding Christ. 5 God did not reveal it to previous generations, but now by HIS Spirit HE has 
revealed it to HIS holy apostles and prophets. 
 

6 And this is God’s plan: Both Gentiles and Jews who believe 
the Good News share equally in the riches inherited by God’s 
children. Both are part of the same body, and both enjoy the 
promise of blessings because they belong to Christ Jesus. 7 By 
God’s grace and mighty power, I have been given the privilege of 
serving HIM by spreading this Good News. 

 
8 Though I am the least deserving of all God’s people, HE graciously gave me the privilege of 
telling the Gentiles about the endless treasures available to them in Christ. 9 I was chosen to 
explain to everyone this mysterious plan that God, the Creator of all things, had kept secret 
from the beginning. 
 
10 God’s purpose in all this was to use the church to display HIS wisdom 
in its rich variety to all the unseen rulers and authorities in the heavenly 
places. 11 This was HIS eternal plan, which HE carried out through Christ 
Jesus our Lord. 
 
12 Because of Christ and our faith in HIM, we can now come boldly and 
confidently into God’s presence. 13 So please don’t lose heart because of 
my trials here. I am suffering for you, so you should feel honored. 
 
 
 

Whose Plan Would You Believe? 
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A Message of Wisdom 
God’s Secret Plan 

I Corinthians 2:10 NLT 
 
1 When I first came to you, dear brothers and sisters, I didn’t use lofty words and impressive 
wisdom to tell you God’s Secret Plan. 2 For I decided that while I was with you I would forget 
everything except Jesus Christ, the one who was crucified. 3 I came to you in weakness – timid 
and trembling. 4 And my message and my preaching were very plain. Rather than using clever 
and persuasive speeches, I relied only on the power of the Holy Spirit. 5 I did this so you would 
trust not in human wisdom but in the Power of God. 
 
6 Yet when I am among mature believers, I do speak with words of wisdom, but not the kind of 
wisdom that belongs to this world or to the rulers of this world, who are soon forgotten. 7 No, 
the wisdom we speak of is the Mystery of God – HIS plan that was previously hidden, even 
though HE made it for our ultimate glory before the world began. 8 But the rulers of this world 
have not understood it; if they had, they would not have crucified our glorious Lord. 9 That is 
what the Scriptures mean when they say, “No eye has seen, no ear has heard, and no mind has 
imagined what God has prepared for those who love HIM.” 
 
10 But it was to us that God revealed these things by HIS Spirit. For HIS Spirit searches out 
everything and shows us God’s deep secrets. 11 No one can know a person’s thoughts except 
that person’s own spirit, and no one can know God’s thoughts except God’s own Spirit. 12 And 
we have received God’s Spirit (not the world’s spirit), so we can know the wonderful things 
God has freely given us. 
 
13 When we tell you these things, we do not use words that come from human wisdom. Instead, 
we speak words given to us by the Spirit, using the Spirit’s words to explain spiritual truths.     
14 But people who aren’t spiritual can’t receive these truths from God’s 
Spirit. It all sounds foolish to them and they can’t understand it, for only those who are 
spiritual can understand what the Spirit means. 15 Those who are spiritual can evaluate all 
things, but they themselves cannot be evaluated by others. 16 For, “Who can know the Lord’s 
thoughts? Who knows enough to teach HIM?” But we understand these things, for we have the 
mind of Christ. 
 

The Born-Again Experience 
John 6:63 NLT 
The Spirit alone gives eternal life. Human effort accomplishes nothing. And the very words I 
have spoken to you are spirit and life. 
 
John 3:6-8 NLT 
6 Humans can reproduce only human life, but the Holy Spirit gives birth to spiritual life. 7 So 
don’t be surprised when I say, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows wherever it wants. 
Just as you can hear the wind but can’t tell where it comes from or where it is going, so you 
can’t explain how people are born of the Spirit.”                                                                  
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Stare at the 4 dots in the middle for 60 seconds and then look at a blank white wall  
(close/open your eyes fast) 

 


