Scriptures for the Week

Psalm 71:5-7
50 Lord, you alone are my hope. I've
trusted you, O Lord, from childhood.

6 Yes, you have been with me from birth;
from my mother’s womb you have cared for
me. No wonder | am always praising you!

7 My life is an example to many, because

Titus 3:4-6
4 But when God our Savior revealed HIS
kindness and love,
5 HE saved us, not because of the righteous
things we had done, but because of HIS
mercy. HE washed away our sins, giving us a
new birth and new life through the Holy
Spirit.
6 HE generously poured out the Spirit upon

you have been my strength and protection. us BArBUGH Jesus EhITeE our Savior.

LIFE — Is A WONDERFUL STATE

There are countless wonderful truths about life. However, a world influenced by the devil often
magnifies darkness instead of light. The media is a dual source (a blessing or a curse). It can
spread good news and truth, or it can obscure reality and prevent people from seeing what truly
matters.

Christmas is a special season of the year when love is both magnified and manifested. It is a
time for giving gifts, sharing in gatherings, and enjoying social activities. For others, it is a
deeply spiritual moment to recognize and celebrate the greatest gift ever given to mankind.
How do you celebrate Christmas? Are you jolly?

e Proverbs 30:5 nut — Every word of God proves true. HE is a shield to all who come to
HIM for protection.

e Proverbs 19:23 Nt — Fear of the Lord leads to life, bringing security and protection
from harm.

e Proverbs 4.6 nut — Don’t turn your back on wisdom, for she will protect you. Love her,
and she will guard you.

The state of the heart and mind are to be protected. Simple truths matter the most like:

e Adam’s disobedience to God’s command resulted in the fall, bringing sin and

condemnation to all humanity.

e JESUS “The Last” — | Corinthians 15:45)
Romans 5:18-19 — 18 Yes, Adam’s one sin brings condemnation for everyone, but Christ’s one
act of righteousness brings a right relationship with God and new life for everyone. 19 Because
one-person disobeyed God, many became sinners. But because one other person obeyed God,
many will be made righteous.
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THE STATE OF THE WORLD

There is still time for the people of the world to get it right. Jesus’ birth is paramount to living a
life filled with hope and becoming truly productive. Yes! Let us enjoy life for earth is a season
given to mankind to enjoy through discoveries. The greatest discovery is about Jesus’ birth,
Jesus’s teachings, Jesus’s sacrifice, the Calvary cross, and HIS Resurrection. Jesus knew God’s
plan. HE knew the cost before coming to live among people. Because HE loved us, HE
willingly paid the price to give us hope and a future. Jesus defeated death and paid for our sin.

The GREATEST Gift — Hope of Eternal Life
| Peter 1:3-12 Nt

3 All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. It is by HIS great
mercy that we have been born again, because God raised Jesus Christ
from the dead. Now we live with great expectation, 4 and we have a
priceless inheritance—an inheritance that is kept in heaven for you, pure
and undefiled, beyond the reach of change and decay. 5 And through your
faith, God is protecting you by HIS power until you receive this
salvation, which is ready to be revealed on the last day for all to see.

6 So be truly glad. There is wonderful joy ahead, even though you must endure many trials for a
little while. 7 These trials will show that your faith is genuine. It is being tested as fire tests and
purifies gold—though your faith is far more precious than mere gold. So when your faith
remains strong through many trials, it will bring you much praise and glory and honor on the
day when Jesus Christ is revealed to the whole world.

8 You love HIM even though you have never seen HIM. Though you do not see HIM now, you
trust HIM; and you rejoice with a glorious, inexpressible joy. 9 The reward for trusting HIM
will be the salvation of your souls.

10 This salvation was something even the prophets wanted to know more about when they
prophesied about this gracious salvation prepared for you. 11 They wondered what time or
situation the Spirit of Christ within them was talking about when HE told them in advance
about Christ’s suffering and HIS great glory afterward.

12 They were told that their messages were not for themselves, but
for you. And now this Good News has been announced to you by
those who preached in the power of the Holy Spirit sent from
heaven. It is all so wonderful that even the angels are eagerly
watching these things happen.
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