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S c r i p t u r e s  f o r  t h e  W e e k  
 

Proverbs 18:15 
Intelligent people are always ready to learn.  
 
Their ears are open for knowledge. 
 

Proverbs 4:7 
Getting wisdom is the wisest thing you can 
do! And whatever else you do, develop good 
judgment.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Everything Works Together for Good 

 

Romans 8:28 NLT 
And we know that God causes everything to work together for the good of those who love God 
and are called according to his purpose for them. 

 
Critical Thinking 

It is the disciplined process of actively analyzing, evaluating, and synthesizing information from 
observations, experience, or communication to form a reasoned judgment or belief, involving 
questioning assumptions, recognizing biases, and considering multiple perspectives to solve 
problems and make better decisions. 
 
Sometimes critical thinking can feel like a barrier to faith. The desire to know and understand 
everything may make trusting God difficult. If you feel this way, you are not alone. Many seek 
to understand God intellectually and struggle when they cannot. Perhaps faith begins when we 
remember that God speaks first to the heart, not just to the mind. 
 
I Corinthians 3:18-20 NLT 
18 Stop deceiving yourselves. If you think you are wise by this world’s standards, you need to 
become a fool to be truly wise. 19 For the wisdom of this world is foolishness 
to God. As the Scriptures say, “HE traps the wise in the snare of their own cleverness.”        
20 And again, “The Lord knows the thoughts of the wise; HE knows they are worthless.” 
 
Today, we recognize people with extraordinary intellect. Many of the technologies we depend 
on were made possible by the brilliance of minds like Nikola Tesla, Thomas Edison, and 
George Westinghouse. Their achievements remind us of the power of human reasoning. Still, 
intelligence alone has its limits. While the mind can invent, analyze, and discover, it cannot 
fully comprehend God. Faith, then, calls us beyond intellect into trust with the heart. 
 
I Timothy 3:14-16 NLT 
14 I am writing these things to you now, even though I hope to be with you soon, 15 so that if I 
am delayed, you will know how people must conduct themselves in the household of God. This 
is the church of the living God, which is the Pillar and Foundation of the Truth. 16 Without 
question, this is the Great Mystery of our Faith: Christ was revealed in a human body and 
vindicated by the Spirit. HE was seen by angels and announced to the nations. HE was believed 
in throughout the world and taken to heaven in glory. 
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The Story of Joseph (Genesis Chapters 37, 39-50) 
 
Joseph was a young man gifted with dreams and insight, yet those very gifts set him apart from 
others. Loved deeply by his father Jacob, Joseph became the target of jealousy among his 
brothers. In their resentment, they sold him into slavery, believing they had ended his future. 
 
Yet God was not finished with Joseph. 
 
Though enslaved in Egypt, Joseph remained fa ithful .  Even when falsely accused and 
thrown into prison, he did not abandon trust in God. Instead of relying on bitterness or clever 
escape, Joseph relied on God’s presence and guidance. 
 
In time, God used Joseph’s ability to interpret dreams—not for personal glory, but for a greater 
purpose. Joseph was brought before Pharaoh, where God gave him wisdom to interpret a 
warning of famine. This wisdom elevated Joseph from prisoner to governor of Egypt. 
 
Through Joseph, God preserved nations and ultimately saved Joseph’s own family—the same 
brothers who had betrayed him. 
 
When Joseph finally revealed himself to them, he spoke words that reveal the heart of the story: 

“You meant evil against me, but God meant it for good.” 
 
Genesis 39:23 – “ The Lord was with him and caused everything he did to succeed.” 
 
Joseph’s Track Record:  
 

1. The father’s favorite son, dreamer, brothers planned to kill him, but sold him instead. 
2. Midianite traders sold Joseph to Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, the king of Egypt. 

Potiphar was captain of the palace guard. 
3. Potiphar put Joseph in jail. 
4. In jail the Lord made Joseph a favorite with the prison warden. 
5. Joseph Interprets Dreams – Gains Pharaoh’s trust and put him in charge of the entire land 

of Egypt. 
6. The brothers travel to Egypt to get supplies and they are tricked with a silver cup 
7. Joseph reveal who he is to his brothers 

 
The final word is this: believe God, no matter what the circumstances may look like. Life can be 
difficult, and the path is not always clear, but when we place ourselves in God’s hands, we can 
be assured that the outcome will be good. Has God ever failed in anything? 
 
As we come to the end of this year, let us move forward with a victorious attitude rooted in 
faith, strengthened by trust, and confident in the faithfulness of God. 


