Ethics and Morals- Where are they?

Ethics is defined as: the science of human duty; the body of rules of duty drawn from this
science; a particular system of principles and rules concerning duty, whether true or false; rules
of practice in respect to a single class of human actions. OR a standard of right and wrong that
we as humans should follow. Ethics is not above laws.

Here's some words that is associated with Ethics:

Integrity

Trustworthiness

Loyalty

Accountability

Respect

Lawfulness

Equality

Compassion

Responsibility

DO NOT MIXED ETHICS WITH VALUES( Values can be a noun, a verb, adjective or variable )

Definition of Morals: Refers to a group cultural and religious beliefs, which determines what is
right and what is wrong.
Here’s some words that is associated with Morals:
e Honesty (Tell the truth)
Do not cheat
Respect others
Be generous
Be loyal
Do not envy
Live according to the will of God

Biblical Ethics: Let start with the basics again- (2 Tim. 3:14-17).




4 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because
you know those from whom you learned it, ® and how from infancy you have known the Holy
Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 8 All
Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in
righteousness, ' so that the servant of God® may be thoroughly equipped for every good
work.

Ethics is concerned with the way we ought to conduct our lives. Clearly, then, it is an integral
part of biblical revelation. From Genesis to Revelation we find principles, precepts, commands,
warnings, guidelines, and counsels that are intended to steer our lives toward that which is right,
good, and God-honoring. The above scripture, the apostle Paul tells us that Scripture was given
not only to reveal God's way of salvation but also to train us in righteousness and equip us for
‘every good work”.

Getting God’s ethical instruction is a must to us. As the people of God blessed with the Word of
God, we must receive God’s ethical instruction in full submission and wisdom. As those who
have been shown mercy in Christ, it is our great joy to “walk in a manner worthy of the calling”.

Unity and Maturity in the Body of Christ- Ephesians 4:1-5
\s a prisoner for the Lord, then, | urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received. ?
Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. * Make every
effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. * There is one body and one
Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when you were called; ° one Lord, one faith, one

baptism; ¢ one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.

3 aspect to understand the Ethics teaching of the Bible:
e |ts Importance
e Its Purpose
e |ts Foundation

1. Importance- the importance of ethics further highlights the high value God places on our
ethical life. How do we value our lives?

2. Genesis 1- In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. God himself

introduced ethics when he repeatedly declared his own work “good”. Genesis 2:15-17-"

The Lorp God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care

of it. *® And the Lorp God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree in the

garden; " but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when
you eat from it you will certainly die.”

Clearly, it matters immensely to God that we believe rightly and live rightly!

4. The first five books of the Bible are sometimes called the Pentateuch which means “five
books.” They are also known as the books of the law because they contain the laws and
instructions given by the Lord through Moses to the people of Israel. These books were
written by Moses, except for the last portion of Deuteronomy because it tells about the
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death of Moses. These five books lay the foundation for the coming of Christ in that here
God chooses and brings into being the nation of Israel.
5. Let's talk about the 5 Books from above:

e (Genesis -Genesis speaks of beginnings -- of the heavens and the earth, of light
and darkness, of seas and skies, of land and vegetation, of sun and moon and
stars, of sea and air and land animals, of human beings (made in God's own
image, the climax of his creative activity), of marriage and family, of society and
civilization, of sin and redemption.

e Exodus-This is a book of redemption, the first need of a fallen race. Exodus lays
a foundational in which God reveals his name, attributes, redemption, law and
how he is to be worshiped. It also reports the appointment and work of Moses as
the mediator of covenant, describes the beginnings of the priesthood in Israel,
defines the role of the prophet and relates the ancient covenant relationship
between God and his people. (Read Genesis 17:2 the covenant given at Mount
Sinai).

e Leviticus-This is a book of worship and communion, the proper exercise of the
redeemed. Exodus gave the directions for building the tabernacle, and now
Leviticus gives the laws and regulations for worship there, including instructions
on ceremonial cleanness, moral laws, holy days, the Sabbath year and the Year
of Jubilee. These laws were given, at least for the most part, during the year that
Israel camped at Mount Sinai when God directed Moses in organizing Israel's
worship, government, and military forces.

e Numbers- This book speaks of the experiences of a pilgrim people, the
redeemed passing through a hostile scene to a promised inheritance.The book
tells of the murmuring and rebellion of God's people and of their subsequent
judgment. Those whom God had redeemed from slavery in Egypt and with whom
he had made a covenant at Mount Sinai responded not with faith, gratitude and
obedience but with unbelief, ingratitude and repeated acts of rebellion, which
came to extreme expression in their refusal to undertake the conquest of
Canaan.They were condemned to live out their lives in the desert; only their
children would enjoy the fulfillment of the promise that had originally been theirs.

e Deuteronomy- The book of instruction for the redeemed about to enter that
inheritance. Deuteronomy locates Moses and the Israelites in the territory of
Moab in the area where the Jordan flows into the Dead Sea. As his final act at
this important time of transferring leadership to Joshua, Moses delivered his
farewell addresses to prepare the people for their entrance into Canaan. In them,
Moses emphasized the laws that were especially needed at such a time and
presented them in a way appropriate to the situation.

The Purpose of Biblical Ethics: Moral integrity honors God. Jesus teaches that when our light
shines before people, they will see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.



Mathew 5:16 -In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your

The Foundation: In biblical terms, ethics is not a human invention. It is rooted in God
himself. God supplies ethics with not only its source but also its anchor. This anchor is found in
the worldview that emerges from the story of salvation that God tells in his Word. John 17:17-

Sanctify them by the truth: vour word is truth Build a strong foundation and know when the

rain or storm comes, you will not be washed away.

Bonus:
The word “foundation” occurs 80 times in the Bible.

Building on a Firm Foundation Matthew 7:24-26

24 “Therefore everyone who hears these words of Mine and does them will be like a wise man
who built his house on the rock. ?° And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew
and beat against that house; and yet it did not fall, for its foundation had been built on the rock.
% Everyone who hears these words of Mine and does not act on them will be like a foolish man
who built his house on the sand.



