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S c r i p t u r e s  f o r  t h e  W e e k  
 

Proverbs 4:18 
The way of the righteous is like the first 
gleam of dawn, which shines ever brighter 
until the full light of day. 
 

Psalm 112:4 
Light shines in the darkness for the godly. 
They are generous, compassionate, and 

righteous.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
In  Every  Circumstance  the  Son a lways  Shine!  

Jesus is the Author & Finisher of our Faith 
 
Life on earth is truly a wonder. Recently, I attended a school ceremony 
where Anastacia received awards for Citizenship and Honor Roll. The 
auditorium was filled with many other students and their families. As I 
looked around, I found myself wondering where these young people will 
be in 20 or 40 years and what kind of lives they will live. Only God 
knows the answer. 
 
The way they learn and the company they keep will play a vital role in shaping their future. 
Teachers, parents, and the church community also have an important influence. Now more than 
ever, we need to encourage those around us by living lives of faith and purpose. 
 
We would also like to recognize two remarkable achievements. Ashley and “Yuco” recently 
completed U.S. Army Basic Training at Fort Sill in Lawton. 

 
Boot camp is not an easy endeavor, 
and we thank God for helping them 
through this challenging journey. I 
am sure Ashley created lasting 
memories — including moments 
when perseverance carried her 
through times when pain and 
exhaustion were the only things on 
her mind. 
 
Congratulations, Ashley and “Yuco”! Thank you for your 

service, commitment, and dedication. We also pray for every soldier who graduated and is 
continuing on to further training to faithfully serve our beloved country, the United States.  
 
The Bible is the Book where we can find true answers, and the Holy Spirit is our 
teacher. Together, they guide us toward success and bring clarity to the human 
mind so we can know God better. I hope you remain open-minded and seek to 
know God according to the Book of Truth—the Bible.  
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The Book of James Chapter 1 

 

1 This letter is from James, a slave of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ. I am writing to the 
“twelve tribes” Jewish believers scattered abroad. Greetings! 
 

Faith and Endurance 
 

2 Dear brothers and sisters, when troubles of any kind come your way, consider it an 
opportunity for great joy. 3 For you know that when your faith is tested, your endurance has 
a chance to grow. 4 So let it grow, for when your endurance is fully developed, you will be 
perfect and complete, needing nothing. 
 

D o e s  G o d  T e s t  P e o p l e  T h r o u g h  T e m p t a t i o n ?  
I  a m  G l a d  y o u  a s k e d !  

 

5 If you need wisdom, ask our generous God, and HE will give it to you. HE will not rebuke 
you for asking. 6 But when you ask HIM, be sure that your faith is in God alone. Do not waver, 
for a person with divided loyalty is as unsettled as a wave of the sea that is blown and tossed by 
the wind. 7 Such people should not expect to receive anything from the Lord. 8 Their loyalty is 
divided between God and the world, and they are unstable in everything they do. 
 
9 Believers who are poor have something to boast about, for God has honored them. 10 And 
those who are rich should boast that God has humbled them. They will fade away like a little 
flower in the field. 11 The hot sun rises and the grass withers; the little flower droops and falls, 
and its beauty fades away. In the same way, the rich will fade away with all of their 
achievements. 
 
12 God blesses those who patiently endure testing and temptation. Afterward they will receive 
the crown of life that God has promised to those 
who love HIM. 13 And remember, when you are 

being tempted, do not say, “God is 
tempting me.” God is never tempted to do wrong, 
and HE never tempts anyone else. 14 Temptation 
comes from our own desires, which entice us and 
drag us away. 15 These desires give birth to sinful 
actions. And when sin is allowed to grow, it gives birth to death. 
 
16 So don’t be misled, my dear brothers and sisters. 17 Whatever is good and perfect is a gift 
coming down to us from God our Father, who created all the lights in the heavens.  HE 
never changes or casts a shifting shadow. 18 HE chose to give birth to us by giving us HIS true 
word. And we, out of all creation, became his prized possession. 
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Listening and Doing 
 

19 Understand this, my dear brothers and sisters: You must all be quick to listen, slow to speak, 
and slow to get angry. 20 Human anger does not produce the righteousness God desires. 21 So 
get rid of all the filth and evil in your lives, and humbly accept the word God has planted in 
your hearts, for it has the power to save your souls. 
 
22 But don’t just listen to God’s word. You must do what it says. Otherwise, you are only 
fooling yourselves. 23 For if you listen to the word and don’t obey, it is like glancing at your 
face in a mirror. 24 You see yourself, walk away, and forget what you look like. 25 But if you 
look carefully into the perfect law that sets you free, and if you do what it says and don’t forget 
what you heard, then God will bless you for doing it. 
 
26 If you claim to be religious but don’t control your tongue, you are fooling yourself, and your 
religion is worthless. 27 Pure and genuine religion in the sight of God the Father means caring 
for orphans and widows in their distress and refusing to let the world corrupt you. 
 
 
A few more thoughts! 
 
Yes! Listening is good. 
 
 Listening, understanding, and putting what we learn into practice is even more valuable. 
 
Life is about finding our way to live in peace and at the 
same time giving God the glory for all HE has done for 
us—His creation. I pray that you seek the truth found in 
Christ. 
 
It is in Jesus that we find everlasting peace, enduring 
wisdom, and the privilege of becoming sons and 
daughters of God. Let us seek and maintain the spiritual 
citizenship offered to humanity through the Cross at 
Calvary. 
 
Let us bless the name of Jesus. HE alone is great. 
 
 
 
 
 


