H AVING 4 CLEAR MIND

In prior discussions we used examples of people who made decisions that were a result of
having lack of clarity. In other words, their mind was not clear when the situation occurred.
Having a clear understanding based on truth is the only way we can make good decisions. After
the fact anyone can judge a person for the actions they made; however, in the heat-of-moment
when the situation was happening many factors played a role that influenced the decisions
made. The past cannot be changed. We must learn from the lessons of the past to build a
better future. Having a clear mind helps us make better decisions.

Sin keeps God’s creation in bondage. Being separate from God is the root cause of human
problems. One can come to the conclusion that the main factor to failure in any situation is not
knowing, not understanding, and not being able to take the right action. The fact that
sometimes is misunderstood is that God solved the root cause (sin) by sending Jesus to be
among people and later surrendering HIS life to death at the cross. Today the task of the
CHURCH is to inform people of the Wonderful News: JESUS IS ALIVE! And in CHRIST we have
hope and everlasting life!

John 8:32
And you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.

Il Timothy 4:1-18

>Butyou should keep a clear mind in every situation. Don't be afraid of
suffering for the Lord. Work at telling others the Good News, and fully carry out the

ministry God has given you.

| Corinthians 1:30-31 JESUS- 1sthe ONE wl i ~1 ARITVI

30God has united you with Christ Jesus. For our benefit God made HIM to be wisdom
itself. Christ made us right with God; HE made us pure and holy, and HE freed us from
sin. 31 Therefore, as the Scriptures say, “If you want to boast, boast only about the LORD.

n

Deuteronomy 30:19-20

9 “Today | have given you the choice between life and death, between blessings and
curses. Now | call on heaven and earth to witness the choice you make. Oh, that you
would choose life, so that you and your descendants might live! 2°You can make
this choice by loving the Lord your God, obeying him, and committing yourself firmly to
him. This is the key to your life. And if you love and obey the Lord, you will live long in
the land the Lord swore to give your ancestors Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.”



HAVING 4 CLEAR MIND
Ephesians 2:1-22 NLT

1 Once you were dead because of your disobedience and your many sins. 2 You used to live in sin, just
like the rest of the world, obeying the devil the commander of the powers in the unseen world. He is
the spirit at work in the hearts of those who refuse to obey God. 3 All of us used to live that way,
following the passionate desires and inclinations of our sinful nature. By our very nature we were
subject to God’s anger, just like everyone else.

4 But God is so rich in mercy, and HE loved us so much, 5 that even though we were dead because of
our sins, HE gave us life when HE raised Christ from the dead. (It is only by God’s grace that you have
been saved!) 6 For HE raised us from the dead along with Christ and seated us with HIM in the
heavenly realms because we are united with Christ Jesus. 7 So God can point to us in all future ages as
examples of the incredible wealth of HIS grace and kindness toward us, as shown in all HE has done
for us who are united with Christ Jesus.

8 God saved you by HIS grace when you believed. And you can’t take credit for this; it is a gift from
God. 9 Salvation is not a reward for the good things we have done, so none of us can boast about
it. 10 For we are God’s masterpiece. HE has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good
things HE planned for us long ago.

11 Don’t forget that you Gentiles used to be outsiders. You were called “uncircumcised heathens” by
the Jews, who were proud of their circumcision, even though it affected only their bodies and not
their hearts. 12 In those days you were living apart from Christ. You were excluded from citizenship
among the people of Israel, and you did not know the covenant promises God had made to them. You
lived in this world without God and without hope. 13 But now you have been united with Christ
Jesus. Once you were far away from God, but now you have been brought near to HIM through the
blood of Christ.

14 For Christ himself has brought peace to us. HE united Jews and Gentiles into one people when, in
HIS own body on the cross, HE broke down the wall of hostility that separated us. 15 HE did this by
ending the system of law with its commandments and regulations. HE made peace between Jews and
Gentiles by creating in himself one new people from the two groups. 16 Together as one body, Christ
reconciled both groups to God by means of HIS death on the cross, and our hostility toward each
other was put to death.

17 HE brought this Good News of peace to you Gentiles who were far away from HIM, and peace to
the Jews who were near. 18 Now all of us can come to the Father through the same Holy Spirit
because of what Christ has done for us.

19 So now you Gentiles are no longer strangers and foreigners. You are citizens along with all of God’s
holy people. You are members of God’s family. 20 Together, we are HIS house, built on the foundation
of the apostles and the prophets. And the cornerstone is Christ Jesus himself. 21 We are carefully
joined together in HIM, becoming a holy temple for the Lord. 22 Through HIM you Gentiles are also
being made part of this dwelling where God lives by his Spirit.

HAVE THE MIND OF CHRIST



