
Parable of the Ten Servants 

Luke 19:11-30 NLT 
 

11 The crowd was listening to everything Jesus said. And because HE was nearing Jerusalem, HE told 
them a story to correct the impression that the Kingdom of God would begin right away. 12 HE said, “A 
nobleman was called away to a distant empire to be crowned king and then return. 13 Before HE left, HE 
called together ten of his servants and divided among them ten pounds of silver, saying, ‘Invest this for 
me while I am gone.’ 14 But his people hated HIM and sent a delegation after HIM to say, ‘We do not 
want HIM to be our king.’ 
 

15 “After HE was crowned king, HE returned and called in the servants to whom HE had given the 
money. HE wanted to find out what their profits were. 16 The first servant reported, ‘Master, I invested 
your money and made ten times the original amount!’ 
 

17 “‘Well done!’ the king exclaimed. ‘You are a good servant. You have been faithful with the little I 
entrusted to you, so you will be governor of ten cities as your reward.’ 
 

18 “The next servant reported, ‘Master, I invested your money and made five times the original amount.’ 
 

19 “‘Well done!’ the king said. ‘You will be governor over five cities.’ 
20 “But the third servant brought back only the original amount of money and said, ‘Master, I hid your 

money and kept it safe. 21 I was afraid because you are a hard man to deal with, taking what isn’t yours 
and harvesting crops you didn’t plant.’ 
 

22 “‘You wicked servant!’ the king roared. ‘Your own words condemn you. If you knew that I’m a hard 
man who takes what isn’t mine and harvests crops I didn’t plant, 23 why didn’t you deposit my money in 
the bank? At least I could have gotten some interest on it.’ 
 

24 “Then, turning to the others standing nearby, the king ordered, ‘Take the money from this servant, and 
give it to the one who has ten pounds.’ 
 

25 “‘But, master,’ they said, ‘he already has ten pounds!’ 
 

26 “‘Yes,’ the king replied, ‘and to those who use well what 
they are given, even more will be given. But from those who 
do nothing, even what little they have will be taken 
away. 27 And as for these enemies of mine who didn’t want 
me to be their king—bring them in and execute them right here in front of me.’” 
 



Parable of the Evil Farmers 

Matthew 21:33-46 NLT 
33 “Now listen to another story. A certain landowner planted a vineyard, built a wall around it, dug a pit 
for pressing out the grape juice, and built a lookout tower. Then he leased the vineyard to tenant farmers 
and moved to another country. 34 At the time of the grape harvest, he sent his servants to collect his 
share of the crop. 35 But the farmers grabbed his servants, beat one, killed one, and stoned another. 36 So 
the landowner sent a larger group of his servants to collect for him, but the results were the same. 
 

37 “Finally, the owner sent his son, thinking, ‘Surely they will respect my son.’ 
 

38 “But when the tenant farmers saw his son coming, they said to one another, ‘Here comes the heir to 
this estate. Come on, let’s kill him and get the estate for ourselves!’ 39 So they grabbed him, dragged 
him out of the vineyard, and murdered him. 
 

40 “When the owner of the vineyard returns,” Jesus asked, “what do you think he will do to those 
farmers?” 
 

41 The religious leaders replied, “He will put the wicked men to a horrible death and lease the vineyard 
to others who will give him his share of the crop after each harvest.” 
 

42 Then Jesus asked them, “Didn’t you ever read this in the Scriptures? ‘The stone that the builders 
rejected has now become the cornerstone. This is the Lord’s doing, and it is wonderful to see.’ 
 

43 I tell you, the Kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a nation that will 
produce the proper fruit. 44 Anyone who stumbles over that stone will be broken to pieces, and it will 
crush anyone it falls on.” 
 

45 When the leading priests and Pharisees heard this parable, they realized he was telling the story 
against them—they were the wicked farmers. 46 They wanted to arrest him, but they were afraid of the 
crowds, who considered Jesus to be a prophet. 
 

Takeaways to consider: 
 

 These stories require revelation in order to understand them. Some 
players in the story had poor understanding and one can assume 
there was lack of judgement too.   

 Faithful and Well Done are great characteristics to seek after, 
would you agree? 

 After reading these two stories, what kind of servant do you want 
to be? 


