Parable of the Persistent Widow
Luke 18:1-8 (NLT)

1 One day Jesus told his disciples a story to show that they should always pray and never give
up. 2 “There was a judge in a certain city,” he said, “who neither feared God nor cared about
people. 3 A widow of that city came to him repeatedly, saying, ‘Give me justice in this dispute
with my enemy.’ 4 The judge ignored her for a while, but finally he said to himself, ‘1 don’t fear
God or care about people, s but this woman is driving me crazy. I’'m going to see that she gets
justice, because she is wearing me out with her constant requests!””

6 Then the Lord said, “Learn a lesson from this unjust judge. 7 Even HE rendered a just decision
in the end. So don’t you think God will surely give justice to his chosen people who cry out to
him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? g | tell you, he will grant justice to them
quickly! But when the Son of Man returns, how many will HE find on the earth who
have faith?”

Story — A farmer who plants

Il Corinthians 9: 6-15

6. Remember this—a farmer who plants only a few seeds will get a small crop. But the one
who plants generously will get a generous crop.

7. You must each decide in your heart how much to give. And don’t give reluctantly or in
response to pressure. “For God loves a person who gives cheerfully.”

8. And God will generously provide all you need. Then you will always have everything
you need and plenty left over to share with others.

9. Asthe Scriptures say, “They share freely and give generously to the poor. Their good
deeds will be remembered forever.”

10. For God is the One who provides seed for the farmer and then bread to eat. In the same
way, HE will provide and increase your resources and then produce a great harvest of
generosity in you.

11. Yes, you will be enriched in every way so that you can always be generous. And when
we take your gifts to those who need them, they will thank God.

12. So two good things will result from this ministry of giving—the needs of the believers in
Jerusalem will be met, and they will joyfully express their thanks to God.

13. As a result of your ministry, they will give glory to God. For your generosity to them and
to all believers will prove that you are obedient to the Good News of Christ.

14. And they will pray for you with deep affection because of the overflowing grace God has
given to you.

15. Thank God for this gift too wonderful for words!




WE SERVE A GOOD GOD!

Lord searches all hearts and understands

| Chronicles 28:9

(NKJV) (NLT)
As for you, my son Solomon, know the God And Solomon, my son, learn to know the
of your father, and serve Him with a loyal God of your ancestors intimately. Worship
heart and with a willing mind; for the Lord and serve him with your whole heart and a
searches all hearts and understands all the willing mind. For the Lord sees every heart
intent of the thoughts. If you seek Him, He and knows every plan and thought. If you
will be found by you; but if you forsake Him, seek him, you will find him. But if you
He will cast you off forever. forsake him, he will reject you forever.

Luke 6:45 kv

A good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth good;
and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart brings forth
evil. For out of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaks




