I am Thankful!

There are too many reasons to be thankful. Can you think of something to be thankful? Life has
so many choices, but taking things for granted can prevent us from genuine giving thanks into
the Lord. Please, take a moment to reflect upon your life. Meditating and thinking upon life’s
events can show us reasons for having an attitude of praise. Let us be mindful to know that the
enemies’ goal and tactics are aimed to discourage you and God’s desire is for HIS children to
walk in light, peace and in wisdom.

Psalm 139:13-15 ~ir

13 You made all the delicate, inner parts of my body and knit me together in my mother’s
womb. 14 Thank you for making me so wonderfully complex! Your workmanship is marvelous
how well I know it. 15 You watched me as [ was being formed in utter seclusion, as I was woven
together in the dark of the womb.

THE SECRET

God s Mysterious Plan Revealed
Ephesians 3:1-12 nir
I When I think of all this, I, Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus for the benefit of you Gentiles
2 assuming, by the way, that you know God gave me the special responsibility of extending HIS
grace to you Gentiles. 3 As I briefly wrote earlier, God himself revealed HIS mysterious plan
to me. 4 As you read what I have written, you will understand my insight into this plan
regarding Christ. 5 God did not reveal it to previous generations, but now by HIS Spirit HE has
revealed it to his holy apostles and prophets.

6 And this is God’s plan: Both Gentiles and Jews who believe the Good News share equally in
the riches inherited by God’s children. Both are part of the same body, and both enjoy the
promise of blessings because they belong to Christ Jesus. 7 By God’s grace and mighty power, |
have been given the privilege of serving him by spreading this Good News.

8 Though I am the least deserving of all God’s people, HE graciously gave me the privilege of
telling the Gentiles about the endless treasures available to them in Christ. 9 I was chosen to
explain to everyone this mysterious plan that God, the Creator of all things, had kept secret
from the beginning.

10 God’s purpose in all this was to use the church to display HIS wisdom in its rich variety to all
the unseen rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 11 This was HIS eternal plan, which HE

carried out through Christ Jesus our Lord. 12 Because of Christ and our faith in HIM, we can
now come boldly and confidently into God’s presence.
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I Corinthians 15:50-52 ~rr
50 What I am saying, dear brothers and sisters, is that our physical bodies cannot inherit the
Kingdom of God. These dying bodies cannot inherit what will last forever.

51 But let me reveal to you a wonderful secret. We will not all die, but we will all be
transformed! 52 It will happen in a moment, in the blink of an eye, when the last trumpet is
blown. For when the trumpet sounds, those who have died will be raised to live forever. And we
who are living will also be transformed.

Christ Is the Perfect Sacrifice
Hebrews 9:11-28 nir

1' JESUS 11 So Christ has now become the High Priest over all the good things that
have come. HE has entered that greater, more perfect Tabernacle in
heaven, which was not made by human hands and is not part of this created world. 12 With his
own blood not the blood of goats and calves HE entered the Most Holy Place once for all time
and secured our redemption forever.

13 Under the old system, the blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer could cleanse
people’s bodies from ceremonial impurity. 14 Just think how much more the blood of Christ will
purify our consciences from sinful deeds so that we can worship the living God. For by the
power of the eternal Spirit, Christ offered himself to God as a perfect sacrifice for our sins. 15
That is why HE is the one who mediates a new covenant between God and people, so that all
who are called can receive the eternal inheritance God has promised them. For Christ died to set
them free from the penalty of the sins they had committed under that first covenant.

16 Now when someone leaves a will, it is necessary to prove that the person who made it is
dead. 17 The will goes into effect only after the person’s death. While the person who made it is
still alive, the will cannot be put into effect.

18 That is why even the first covenant was put into effect with the blood of an animal. 19 For
after Moses had read each of God’s commandments to all the people, he took the blood of
calves and goats, along with water, and sprinkled both the book of God’s law and all the people,
using hyssop branches and scarlet wool. 20 Then he said, “This blood confirms the covenant
God has made with you.” 21 And in the same way, he sprinkled blood on the Tabernacle and on
everything used for worship. 22 In fact, according to the law of Moses, nearly everything was
purified with blood. For without the shedding of blood, there is no forgiveness.

23 That is why the Tabernacle and everything in it, which were copies of things in heaven, had
to be purified by the blood of animals. But the real things in heaven had to be purified with far
better sacrifices than the blood of animals.



24 For Christ did not enter into a holy place made with human hands, which was only a copy of
the true one in heaven. HE entered into heaven itself to appear now before God on our behalf. 25
And HE did not enter heaven to offer himself again and again, like the high priest here on earth
who enters the Most Holy Place year after year with the blood of an animal. 26 If that had been
necessary, Christ would have had to die again and again, ever since the world began. But now,
once for all time, HE has appeared at the end of the age to remove sin by his own death as a
sacrifice.

27 And just as each person is destined to die once and after that comes judgment, 28 so also
Christ was offered once for all time as a sacrifice to take away the sins of many people. HE will
come again, not to deal with our sins, but to bring salvation to all who are eagerly waiting for
HIM.

The KEY - Drawing Close to God

&.1 James 4:1-10 nit

1 What is causing the quarrels and fights among you? Don’t they come from
the evil desires at war within you? 2 You want what you don’t have, so you scheme and kill to
get it. You are jealous of what others have, but you can’t get it, so you fight and wage war to
take it away from them. Yet you don’t have what you want because you don’t ask God for it. 3
And even when you ask, you don’t get it because your motives are all wrong you want only
what will give you pleasure.

4 You adulterers! Don t you realize that friendship with the world makes you an enemy of God?
I say it again: If you want to be a friend of the world, you make yourself an enemy of God.

5 Do you think the Scriptures have no meaning? They say that God is passionate that the spirit
HE has placed within us should be faithful to HIM. 6 And HE gives grace generously. As the
Scriptures say, “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.”

7 So humble yourselves before God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8§ Come close
to God, and God will come close to you. Wash your hands, you sinners; purify your hearts, for
your loyalty is divided between God and m

9 Let there be tears for what you have done. Let there be sorrow and deep grief. Let there be
sadness instead of laughter, and gloom instead of joy. 10 Humble yourselves before the Lord,
and HE will lift you up in honor.

Knowing God and understanding the benefits Christ has given to Believers is MORE than
enough reason to glorify God and exalt the Name of JESUS. Today — give HIM all the glory
HE deserves. JESUS is HIS name!



