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What does it mean that God is good? Part 1

Define the word “GOOD”: Good" refers to something morally right, beneficial, high in quality,
well-behaved, or satisfactory. It represents positive actions, outcomes, or standards, often linked
to kindness, usefulness, or excellence in character, behavior, or function, depending on the
context in which it's used.

What Christian believe the word “ Good” means: In Christianity, according to the Bible, "good™
is defined by God's nature and will. God is the ultimate standard of good (Psalm 100:5, Mark
10:18), and anything aligned with His character—such as love, righteousness, justice, mercy,
and obedience—is considered good.

Biblically:
e God is good — His actions and plans are always just and loving (Psalm 145:9).

e Goodness is a fruit of the Spirit — True goodness comes from the Holy Spirit working
in believers (Galatians 5:22).

e Doing good means obeying God — Following His commandments, helping others, and
living righteously (Micah 6:8, Romans 12:21).

So in Christianity, good isn't just being nice—it's reflecting
God's character and living according to His Word.

Taste and see that the LORD is good; blessed is the man who takes refuge in Him! Psalm 34:8



The Book of Luke Chapter summary:

Luke continues to arrange Jesus' teachings by their topic. Here, he includes two parables: the
persistent widow and the Pharisee and the tax collector. Jesus encourages children to approach
Him. He interacts with a moral, wealthy man who can't bear to follow Jesus if it means giving up
wealth. After another prediction of His death, Jesus encounters and heals a blind man on His
way to Jerusalem.

Jesus declared, “No one is good—except God alone” (Luke 18:19). Eirst John 1:5 tells us that
“God is light; in Him there is no darkness at all.” To say that God is good means that God always
acts in accordance to what is right, true, and good. Goodness is part of God’s nature, and He
cannot contradict His nature. Holiness and righteousness are part of God’s nature; He cannot
do anything that is unholy or unrighteous. God is the standard of all that is good.

Also:

Mark 10:18, Jesus said, “no one is good except God.” So, even when Jesus says “The good
person out of his good treasure brings forth good, and the evil person out of his evil treasure
brings forth evil,” (Matthew 12:35), we know that this goodness is a result of the fruit of the Spirit
(Galatians 5:22), not anything in our own strength of character.

Goodness: The goodness of God refers to His inherent nature of being morally excellent,
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attributes like mercy, grace, and love, highlightig that God is good in both character and deeds.

The Meaning- Luke 18:19

A rich, young ruler—a man of some important position in the community—has asked Jesus how
to inherit eternal life. He's addressed Jesus as "Good Teacher." Some scholars think Jesus
senses the man is trying to flatter Him. Perhaps Jesus just means to set up His answer.

By saying that only God is good, Jesus isn't directly challenging the man to acknowledge that
Jesus is God. Nor is Jesus denying, somehow, that He is God. The emphasis is on the man's
perspective, not Jesus' identity. In the moment, Jesus is putting the man in the frame of mind to
consider his own life. Jesus goes down the commandments that have to do with treating others
well. The young man affirms he follows them well. So far, the man is "good" (Luke 18:20—-21).

Then Jesus tells him to go beyond what is expected and give everything for the benefit of others
and come follow Him (Luke 18:22). If the man wants to inherit eternal life under the power of his
own actions, he needs to be as good as God. God not only does what is right, He blesses
extravagantly. This step would also mean giving up a major part of the man's self-identity:
wealth.

The man realizes he is not as good as he thought. He leaves, disheartened, because he doesn't
want to give up his riches (Mark 10:22). The man is good, but he cannot be good enough to

Taste and see that the LORD is good; blessed is the man who takes refuge in Him! Psalm 34:8
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deserve eternal life. Tragically, he prioritizes something more than God, and that stops him from
coming to faith. Even if it's not the main point, Jesus' divinity is still relevant. If we think Jesus is
truly good—making Him truly God—shouldn't we be ready to follow His teachings?

Despite Jesus' correction, Luke gives another clue that Jesus knows this man is sincere and
interacts with him gently. Luke refers to Jesus as "Lord" in his gospel more than do the other
gospel writers. In general, Luke uses "Lord" when he wants to emphasize Jesus' authority.
Through this entire interaction, Luke refers to Him as "Jesus." Mark addresses this more
directly, saying, "And Jesus, looking at him, loved him" (Mark 10:21).

The fact that God is good means that He has no evil in Him, His intentions and motivations are
always good, He always does what is right, and the outcome of His plan is always good (see
Genesis 50:20). There is nothing unpleasant, evil, or dark in Him. The Bible teaches that God'’s
goodness extends from His nature to everything that He does (Psalm 119:68). “The LORD is
good and His love endures forever; His faithfulness continues through all generations” (Psalm
100:5).

Everything that God made was originally good: “God saw all that He had made, and it was very
good” (Genesis 1:31; cf. 1 Timothy 4:4). God’s goodness is showcased in the Law He gave to
Israel; the Law is holy, righteous, and good (Romans 7:12). “Every good and perfect gift is from
above” (James 1:17). God can create only what is good, because He is fully good.

God is good. But what does that mean—that God is Good?

The more | studied this word in the Bible, the more one central concept seemed to jump
out: God’s goodness conveys His generosity. His goodness means far more than His
generosity, but it certainly includes His infinitely generous attitude toward us. By nature,
He longs to bring joy and blessing to all His creatures.

Billy Graham answer:

How good does God expect you to be? The answer may shock you—because God'’s standard is nothing
less than perfection! The reason is because God is absolutely pure and holy, and even one sin—just
one—makes us unfit to live in His presence. The Bible puts it this way: “Your eyes are too pure to look on
evil; you cannot tolerate wrongdoing” (Habakkuk 1:13)

This is why we need to put our faith and trust in Jesus Christ, for only He can take away our sins and
make us pure in God’s eyes. He did this by doing what we could never do for ourselves: He became the
final and complete sacrifice for our sins. He was without sin—but on the cross, all our sins were placed on
Him, and He took upon Himself the death and Hell that we deserve.

By a simple prayer of faith, turn to Christ, confessing to Him your sins and your need for His forgiveness,

and committing your life into His hands. When you do, you will become part of God’s family—both now,
and forever. Put your trust in Him today.

Taste and see that the LORD is good; blessed is the man who takes refuge in Him! Psalm 34:8
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Verses About the Goodness of God

The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abounding in goodness and
truth. Exodus 34:6

Oh, give thanks to the Lord, for He is good! For His mercy endures forever. 1 Chronicles 16:34

And they sang responsively, praising and giving thanks to the Lord: “For He is good, for His
mercy endures forever toward Israel.” Ezra 3:11

Good and upright is the Lord. Psalm 25:8

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life; and | will dwell in the house
of the Lord forever. Psalm 23:6

The Lord is good to all, and His tender mercies are over all His works. Psalm 145:9
No one is good but One, that is, God. Mark 10:18

Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and comes down from the Father of lights,
with whom there is no variation or shadow of turning. James 1:17

If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your
Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask Him! Matthew 7:11

| would have lost heart, unless | had believed that | would see the goodness of the Lord in the
land of the living. Psalm 27:13

| will meditate on the glorious splendor of Your majesty, and on Your wondrous works. Men shall
speak of the might of Your awesome acts, and | will declare Your greatness. They shall utter the
memory of Your great goodness, and shall sing of Your righteousness. Psalm 145:5-7

He loves righteousness and justice; the earth is full of the goodness of the Lord. Psalm 33:5

Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good; blessed is the man who trusts in Him! Psalm 34:8

Taste and see that the LORD is good; blessed is the man who takes refuge in Him! Psalm 34:8
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